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BYLAWS
OF THE ST. MARY'S COUNTY
COMMISSION FOR WOMEN

Article I

The name of this organization as established by the Commissioners of St. Mary's Coung,shall
be the St. Mary's County Commission for Women (hereinafter "Body").

Article II

PURPOSE OF THE BODY

The purpose of the Body is to provide the Commissioners of St. Mary's County rvith advice and
assistance conceming issues affecting women such as emplol,rnent, education, health, public
office, home and lega) rights.

FUNCTIONS OFTHE BODY

To accomplish its purpose, the Body sl,all meet regularly, consider and advise on the following
related to the Public Activity:

1. Any duty or responsibility assigned to the Body by statute, public local law or ordinance;
2. Progranr operations;
3. Policies, procedures and potential areas of improvement;
4. Identification ofneeded improvements, safety issues, and capital projects regarding any

physical facilities;
5. Adherence to curent Federal. State and Local regulations and standards;

6. Use and implementation of quality control measures;

7. Operating expenses and revenues;
8. Public education; and
9. Identification ofneeds and the best interests ofthe citizens of St. Mary's County;

The Body shall report annually to the Commissioners of St. Mary's County
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Article IV

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Metnbers.

Membership shall be in accordance u,ith the legal authority governing the Body.

Section 2. Appoitrtnent.

All Body mernbers shall be appointed by the Commissioners of St. Mary's County unless

otherwise provided by the legal authority goveming the Body.

Section 3, Tenurc and Ternt of OfJice.

Terms ofoffice shall be in accordance with the legal authority goveming the Body.

Seaion 4. Voting.

Each voting member, including the Chairperson, shall be entitled to one vote on each matter

submitted to a vote.

Section 5. AIleruales

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County may appoint one or more altemate members. lf a

member is absent, an altemate member may sit as a voting member and, once seated, shall be

counted in determining a quorum.

Section 6. Attendance at meetirrgs.

Members are expected to attend all meetings. If any appointed member fails to attend three (3)

consecutive regular meetings, rvith or without reasonable cause, or is absent from 50o% of the

regularly scheduled meetings during any calendar year, the chairperson shall notify the county
Administrator ofthe absences, for appropriate action pursuant to Section 7 below.

Section 7. Removal of Body Members,

A member may be removed u,ith or without cause by the commissioners of St. Mary's county.

Section 8. Resignation.

Any member desiring to resign shall submit a resignation in writing to the County Administrator.

2 Rev.2.17 .2017



Section 9. Vacancies.

A vacancy, because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification or otheru,ise, shall be filled at

the pleasure of the Commissioners of St. Mary's County.

Section 10. Compensatiott.

Members of the Body shall sen e without compensation,

Section 11. Ethics Ordtnance.

All members must adlrere to the provisions of the St. Mary's County Public Ethics Ordinance.

Article V
OFFICERS

Section 1. Officerc.

TIre Officers of the Body shall be a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretary

Section 2. Chatrperson of the Body.

Except as otherwise provided by law or direction of the Commissioners of St. Mary's County,

the Chairperson shall (1) preside at all meetings; (2) set the agenda for the meetings; (3) appoint

all committees and subcommiffees authorized by the members; (4) sign any document or

instrumenr which the members have authorized to be executed; and (5) in general shall perfonn

all duties as may be prescribed by the members from time to time-

Section 3. Wce-Chairperson.

In the absence of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson shall perform all of the duties of the

Chairperson and r,,,hen so acting, shall have all the powers of, and be subject to, all the

restriitions upon the Chairperson. The Vice-Chairperson shall perform such other duties as from

time to time rnay be assigned by the Chairperson or, in the alternative, requested by a rnajority

vote of the members.

Section 4. Secretatl'.

The Secretary shall cause to be made and maintained a record of proceedings, deposit copies of
approved Board meetings minutes with the Counry Administrator and prepare correspondence

and other materiats as directed and authorized by the members.
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Section 5. Election of Officers.

'Ihe members shall elect a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretary from its rrembership
every year, and it may also elect such other officers as may be necessary from its rnembership.

Election ofofficers shall take place at an annual meeting to be held in the month ofJuly.

Section 6. Term of OfJice

The term of office shall be for a period of one year. Each officer shall hold office until his/her

successor has been duly elected.

Section 7. Removal.

Any officer elected by the members may be removed from office by a vote of two-thirds ofthe
members.

Section 8. Vacancies,

A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification or otherwise'
may be filled by a majority vole of the members for the unexpired portion of the term.

Article YI

COMMITTEES

The rnembers may, from time to time, establish subcommittees to study specific matters and

report to the full forum.

Article VII

MEETINGS

Seaion l. Regular Meetings,

Regular meetings of the melrbers shall be held a minimum of 10 times in calendar year. A

schedule ofregular meetings for each calendar year shall be adopted prior to the commencement

ofthe calendar year.

Seclion 2. Special Meelings.

Special meetings may be scheduled by a majority vote of the members or called by the

Ciairperson, and shatl be called by the Chairperson upon the written request of any three (3)

members ofthe Body.
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Section 3. Notice

Written or electronic notice of all rneetings shall be provided to each menrber at least seven (7)
calendar days prior to the date set lor such meeting.

Seaion 1. Recessed Meetings.

Any regular or special meeting may be recessed upon a majority vote of the members and may

be reconvened without additional notice provided that the date. time and place at u'hich the

meeting shall be reconvened is determined and announced in open session at the time of the

recess.

Seciion 5, Open Meeti,tgs Act.

All meetings, including rneetings of commiftees and subcornmittees, shall be scheduled and

conducted in accordance widr the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act. No executive session

may take place except upon the advice ofthe Ofiice ofthe County Attorney.

Section 6. Agenda.

The Chairperson shall ensure an agenda is prepared for each regular and special meeting and fie
agenda shall, in general, be as follows:

I . Call to Order
2. Roll call to determine the presence ofa quorum
3. Presentation ofminutes fron: the previous meeting
4. Presentation of Officers' and Committee Reports
5. Discussion of Old Business
6. Discussion of Nerv Business
7. Adjoumment

Section 7. Quorum and Volittg.

Except as otherwise provided by law or direction of the Cornmissioners of St. Mary's Courrty. a

majority of the members established in accordance with the legal authority goveming the Body

sh;ll constiture a quorum for the transactjon of business at any meeting. All decisions shall be

rnade by majority vote ofthe members present, including the chairperson, at any meeting where

a quorum is present and able to participate in the decision. In the absence of a quorum, all actions

taken at the meeting shall be subject to ratification by the Body at the next meeting at ufiich

there is a quorum present.
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Article trrlII

PARLtr,d]\,{E N?ARY A T]TI{ ORITY

TIre '"Rules of Order lor Sr. h4ary Cour:t,v Boards and Comn:jssions." as amended llom rinre tc
tirne- shall eoveffi niertings unless inconsisle*t u'ith these b3lau's a:rd an-v specialrules olorder.
If such rults are nct in lhrce and effect. and except as othcnyise provided b3. lau, or 'lirection *f
the Commissi*ners of St. \4arv's Count-r," the rules c*ntained in tire current editir.r:l of RobEn's
Rules of Order l'iew11, Relised. includi:rg rhe provisions i:f $49 enlitled ''Procedure in Small
Boards""' shall gatem: prolided. holr,*ver. rhat all n:otior"ls must tre stated and shall require a

setond, The Chairperson shall rule *n all parliamentsr)'matx.ers. Nr: proceedir-rg or action shall
he deerned invalid c'n the sok basis that the proceeding occured sr the action n'as $lien r,r'ith*ut
ccimpliance rvirh rules of order.

Article tr.X

A]ITE}}MENTS

There B5'iarvs n:a.v i:e a:r:erded b1,'the Commissioners of St. l\,larr,'s Counry.

AIISPTED by rhe Ccrmmissioners *f St. h'{ary's County:-
he ellectite on ti'J* r.'-ir * d .7017.

?01 7" tcr

It. Gu1,. Cominiss President

ATTES'f:

Rel:ecca dgett

APPRO\TTD AS TO FORM ANI}
LEGAL SUFFICIEIICY:

R. Atiornev

B].:
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